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Special Mention 


A Dark Horse, the subject matter one that precludes big sales, but the style distin 
guished- THE CLOSEST KIN THERE IS by Clara Winston .(Harcourt); top drawer summer enter- 
tainment in DANCE AND SKYLARK by John Moore (Macmillan); repeat report on one we liked 
before, now retitled ISLAND RESCUE by Jerrard Tickell (Doubleday); a novel ona relig- 
tous theme, well above average— THE PERFECT JOY OF ST. FRANCIS by Felix Timmermans 
(Farrar, Straus & Young). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Fiction 


Moravia, Alberta Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE FANCY DRESS PARTY $3.00 


A complete departure from his earlier work, not only in substance but in 
style. And for this reader, The Fancy Dress Party missed fire. Designed as a satiric- 
al romance, with an element of mystery,it emerges as a spoof on both romance and 
mystery, with deliberate entanglements within entanglements, and some rather pointed 
irony directed against fascism and communism in equal measure. The involvements con- 
cern a General, Tereso Arango (a small scale Mussolini in an unnamed Latin country); 
Fausta, beautiful light-o-love, who sports an official lover, while giving herself to 
grooms, caddie masters, etc. on the side; Sebastian, whom Fausta has used and cast 
aside as less profitable than the General might be; the Duchess, who had secured the 
General with Fausta as bait, for a house-party; and a number of officials who are em- 
ployed to stage a fake attack on the General's life- and who in turn use their stooges 
as operators, pretending the plot is a real one. At every level, the plots go awry- 
and the story winds up, if one can consider it a climax, with Fausta and the man who 
killed her both dead - the General ready to fire his chief of police - and everyone 
thoroughly disillusioned with everyone else. For my money it was too bad the bombs 
weren't real and the whole household disposed of. Bedroom scenes and rolls in the 
hay embroider the phoney politics. Definitely not for Public Libraries. 


June 19 


Winston, Clara Harcourt, Brace 
- THE CLOSEST KIN THERE IS $3.00 


*A bleak, gaunt, intense novel of the New England back country, which a- 
gainst the constraint and the loneliness of a Vermont farm transcribes an inbred, 
outcast love. This is the story of the Darys; of Pa, wasted in mind and body; of Ma, 
proud and possessive, who levies an@ embattled, embittered hostility against her 
neighbors- and the world, and is determined to keep her only son, Lloyd, on the farm; 
and of Phyllis, a teacher, who is called back to the home which was "still every- 
thing she'd hoped to get away from". And in the months that follow, Ma's fight to 
retain Lloyd- in the face of the draft- becomes increasingly expensive, in pride, in 
the ordeal of work, and in the exclusion of Lloyd and Phyllis by a resentful community. 
So that with Ma's accident which takes her to a hospital for a time, Lloyd and Phyllis 
are left alone and to each other, to the recognition of a love between "the closest 
kin there is" which is cauterized by guilt and exacts its tragic reparations...A power- 
ful story of passions which are circumscribed and condemned, severe- compassionate- 
controlled- this suggests (and can stand) the comparison with Edith Wharton's Ethan 


Frome. A distinguished piece of writing. But recommend cautiously. 


2 











-328- Fiction June 1, 1951 
4 A! 


Suby-23— 


Mallet, Francoise Farrar, Straus & Young { 
THE ILLUSIONIST / $3.00 P : 


we 


From the French, a novel which describes with deliberate precision and occa- 
sional cruelty a sensuous, sapphic love affair between Helene, a provincial girl of 
fifteen, and the Russian-born Tamara, her father's mistress. For to Helene, impression- 
able, awkward,apathetic, the worldly (worn too) Tamara offers a widening vista of moral 
distortion and personal disillusion, and while her mocking, moody charms have their fas- 
cination- they also demand a flagellant submission. And as the relationship becomes in- 
creasingly passionate and perverse, Helene's jealousy is flecked by other men as well as 
the image of a dead girl she cannot replace, and it is Tamara's decision to marry Helene's 
father which completes the circle of betrayal...A perspective on passion which is above 
conventional morality but is not immune to the violation of integrity, this- in its can- 
dor and disabused realism- will attract a certain audience with shockproof sensibilities. 


Others may go along just for the ride. 
August 5 


Moore, John ~ Macmillan 
DANCE AND SKYLARK $3.00 


*Nothing in particular but something in a special, small way, deftly and de- 
finitely British. For fun indeed - with exaggeration but never with malice - is the 
story of a community pageant, a beauty contest and town festival. An assembly of char- 
acters in a microcosm and situations tailored to their specifications add to the trou- 
bles of bookseller Tasker when all the muddleheadedness lands on his shoulders. For 
the local poet and the local artist compete for the rival beauty queens: the blameless ey | 
ironmonger descends to gambling (with Izaak Walton his good-luck god); the balloon fac- 
tory is about to go up and out of business - and Tasker, as head man of the affair, is 
faced with all of this - and Sex. An American friend overturns the anthill, turns the 
apathy and activity into success, even at the cost of historical accuracy. Every lad 
has his lass and the real pageant turns out to be - not history - but story of the daily 
events in the town. A winning way here, for compassionate commentary. 


August 6 


Freydberg, Margaret H. Harper 
THE BRIDE $2.75. 


The mother and father, and the bride herself- as they look back retrospective- 
ly and indulge in reveries on the future ahead- after the fact of Mary's wedding to 
Phillip. For the Maddens, Mary's parents, well born and well heeled, there are many 
qualms, aggravated by their unacknowledged resentment of the boy who has taken their 
daughter away from them, and eventually propitiated by the prospect of the grandchildren 
which will be substituted. While for Mary, naive- to a point of immaturity, frightened 
and exhilarated, there is the constantly changing panorama the man she has married pre- 
sents; as he makes love to her (and this is not all it should be); as he talks down to 
her (Phillip is a hazy liberal) and plans to "educate" her; and as he indulges in a first 
show of temper which has its catharsis in the renewal of their love for each other. And 
the tenor of their honeymoon, aboard Phillip's sailboat, is paralleled by uneven skies 
and a sudden storm and the danger it brings with it helps to strengthen the new rapport... 
There's a girlish flutter to most of this, an exposed intimacy, if you can bear it- or & ' 
with it. 
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August 6 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow 
CRYSTAL CLEAR $3.00 


Down another English garden (or bridal) path, as the newspaper announce- 
ment of the engagement of young Paul Saxon to a girl he'd never heard of- the daugh- 
ter of a fortune teller- brings on all kinds of romantic repercussions. Paul is 
never able to identify his intended- but instead meets Antonia, who is socially un- 
suitable but far more appealing than his uncle's candidate for his hand; his uncle 
Oswald fulminates, speculates, and investigates to no purpose; his mother, widowed 
and charmingly distrait, attracts a suitor in the Scotland Yard man assigned to 
clarify the case; his sister Philippa experiments with a young scientist, and secures 
his affections; etc. ,etc. A pleasant confusion of intrigue and infatuation, with 
a sunny sparkle to most of it. (Rentals) My 


August 7 / 


Tickell, Jerrard Doubleday 
ISLAND RESCUE: Appointment with Venus $2.75 


Report repeated from page 710 of the December 15, 1951 bulletin. (The 
title was postponed for S.E.P. serialization.) "An entertainment which indulges 
chivalry and sentiment, danger and. a lively improbability, in the story of Armorel- 
one of the Channel Islands- where the tranquil, traditional life of some three hun- 
dred farmers and fishermen is broken by the German occupation, and the martial re- 
gime of Captain Hans Weiss is countered by a courteous resistance. It is, however, 
the approaching confinement of Venus de L'Abbaye, a cow of great prize and pedigree, 
which becomes the focus of concern as Captain Weiss decides to ship her to Germany, 
while in London the War Office launches an Operation Venus to salvage her. The 
clandestine arrival on the island of Valentine Morland and Nicol, sister of the 
Suzerain; Nicola's love for Lionel, her cousin, an artist and a pacifist; the fail- 
ure of the attempt to deceive Weiss; but the last minute getaway with Venus leaves 
Lionel behind- to pay the price with his life....Exciting, and engaging with its 
gentle air of romance, this should prove pleasantly rentable." 


August 11 


Phillips, Alexandra Dutton 
BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS $3.50 


A guestioning, ambient, indeterminate novel, which takes on something of 
the subjective cast of its central character- Fritz Marlin- aman of good will, at 
odds with his life. For at forty odd, free of a meaningless marriage, successful as 
a syndicated columnist but unsatisfied with his work, Fritz buys a house in the fox 
hunting country of Virginia, and falls in love with Gogo, very first family but im- 
poverished. The war intervenes between his desire for Gogo and his intention to 
write a serious novel; his return from overseas brings Gogo no nearer since she in- 
tends to marry for money rather than love; but a hunting accident which cripples Gogo 
increases Fritz' eligibility, while Fritz decides that he will not give up his book 
to keep up his column and support Gogo in style.... The equation of security versus 
freedom resolved with gentle sympathy and more than a little reflection. 
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August 7” 


Coe, Charles Francis Random House 
ASHES $3.00 ee 





A somewhat graceless account of politics and crime in which a newspaper reporter 
stands trial rather than have the scandal of his affair with the governor's daughter 
aired. Tim Gunn advocates T. M. Worley's designs to serve politically with honesty, finds - 
in T. M.'s daughter, Vi, a calculating, shrewd operator who plans her marriage to res- 
pectable Phil Vincent while bearing Tim's son and who is committed to a secret alliance 
with Salvatore Zoni for her father's new position. For T. M. first wins an election to 
Washington and is next elected on a reform ticket as governor of the state, so that when 
Zoni tapes it for Vi, she walks out - and Tim walks in - to kill Zoni. Tim's subsequent 
silence, his briefing of the sharp defense attorney Vi has hired and his determination 
to keep the record clear for his son - all add up to a court trial in which, with Tim 
revealing the facts of the underworld hold on the local government, he is judged inno- 
cent. But the cost, through Vi's mother, is exile for the protection of the boy. A 
return twenty years later permits him to see his son leading another reform drive and 
makes it all pay off....or does it? Basic drama here in its human relations and in its 
underscored political corruption which makes for undiscriminating reading - - - and 
Hollywood? 


Vonnegut, Kurt ai Scribner 
PLAYER PIANO C $3.00 


A tough, tightly written book of a brave new world to come, which in its pro- 
3 jection offers a tantalizing problem as well as an imaginative invention reminiscent of 
the early Huxley. Dr. Paul Proteus, a super-engineer in a super-mechanized society, 
finds his life lacking in significance although he is on the eve of a spectacular pro- 
notion as the manager of the Pittsburgh works. Urged on by his sterile wife, he none- ae 
theless finds himself listening to his iconoclastic friend Finnerty. The two spend a 
drunken and revealing evening among the reeks and wrecks (the common people) where they 
neet Lasher, a self-styled preacher who converts Finnerty and jells his resolve to break 
= the system. Dr. Proteus wavers in a divided loyalty but when the Pittsburgh job is of- 
| fered him only at the price of his betrayal of Finnerty, his Protean change is completed 
and he joins forces with the opposition...The automatic checker player that is beaten 
when crossed wires overheat it, a talking helicopter, a monstrous machine with a tape 
‘ecorder memory, all these absurdly ingenious machines give the book its special quality 
j and fascination. And this new performance on the player piano of western civilization 
is worthy of more thoughtful attention. : 


One Lote Comer (June 13) 


Timmermans, Felix Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE PERFECT JOY OF ST. FRANCIS $350 


An almost naively devotional treatment of the inspiring story of St. Francis 
and the Order he founded. The text, stripped of the impedimenta of period trappings and 
worldliness, flows quietly through the years of Francis' life, from his symbolic and 
legendary birth, through his boisterous youth as son of a wealthy cloth merchant, his 
break with his father when he turned his back on the military role for which he had been 
‘ast and chose instead to become the bridegroom of lady poverty. His saintliness drew 
others to him, and the Order known by his name was established. For the rest of his life 
ie fought to retain the regulations he had laid down, to live as he interpreted the Gos- 
pels literally, free of possessions. His perfect joy was suffering and humiliation. He 
ivoided such temptations as came his way - not least among them the longing to be with 

=! Clare, whose sainthood reflected his own. In successive failure of the Crusades in which - \ 
ne took part - in the conflicts within and without his Order and the dominance of the 

oman hierarchy - in the physical price he paid for self-flagellation and punishment, he 

suffered as man as well as saint. The miracles which legend has preserved are made in- 

egral to the story, the ultimate being the stigmata received on Mt. Alverne. A story 

hat never stales is here rendered in devout and simple terms that will touch the believ- 


ors. 
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Nielson, Helen Ives Washburn 
e OBIT DELAYED . $2.50 


California's Imperial Valley and a local newspaperman involved in the kill- 
ing of a pretty play-around. Mitch Gorman is confounded by those who do not stay out 
of the picture - and the trial runs he makes link together the dead woman, a nercotics 
empire, a Mexican doll, a boy and his dog and a previous killing. All adding up to 
a fairly common denominator. 


July 9 


Kelland, Clarence Budington Harper 
THE KEY MAN $2.75 


A TV premeer (trust this old maestro not to miss the latest gimmicks) and 
an inconsequential sort of guy heckling, puts young director, Peter Mortain, ina 
peculiar spot to protect Tod Arundel, the star. Peter, a placid perfectionist, soft 
voices through the killing of the heckler, the intimidation of the cast by a chisel- 
ing singer, and the hotspot the show sizzles on. That he comes through, with the 
police in his pocket, the gal (and her grandmother) on his lap - rounds out the us- 
ual Kelland cunning. 


July 10 
Phillips, Rog Shasta 
FRONTIERS IN THE SKY $3.00 


Earth versus spacemen's attempts to enforce their independence and an in- 
voluntary ambassador becoming planet-bound when he would be planet-free. Carl Osborn 
drops from the sky to antagonize those downstairs as he tells them how they could 
break away from the past - but only to discover that the 2lst century has its own 
way to convert infiltrationists. And there is a reunion up th'ar, with the gal. 
Commerce-molded. 


July 24 


The Gordons Doubleday 
CAMPAIGN TRAIN $2.50 


A smart pace for the events - lethal in intent - aboard the cross country 
train carrying Governor Martin, a presidential candidate, his two children, secre- 
taries, newspapermen, guards and political advisers. The Governor is shot at; his 
second secretary is ready to join the killer if she can discover him; each stop is 
a threat and there are professional and personal clashes as they head east, until 
the secretary plays ball with the would be killer and emerges a heroine. Good hunt- 
ing. 


Little, Constance & Gwenyth Doubleday 
THE BLACK DREAM $2.50 


The by now familiar nocturne, in which Miss Agatha Bunson who runs a board- 
ing house by day, and sleepwalks at night, discovers the body of her slatternly cook 
& in a somnabulistic moment, and wakes up to the fact that she might have killed her. 
A ghost, some missing money, skeletal family history, and two young doctors who fail 
to diagnose their feelings for each other bolster a receding plotline...Crime Club. 
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August 4 
Dutton 
THE LONG TRAIL $2.50 EJ 


Cole Thomason hits the New Mexican territory to find that he has been ambushed 
along with Bowman who is claiming his daughter's Spanish inheritance. Tracking down the 
traitorous theft Confederate officers have suffered, Thomason, revealed to be a U. S. 
Marshal, topsyturvies a range kingdom, the traitor to the Confederate cause, and-with 
the Bowmans' Mexican faithfuls-routes all comers. Big territory - same story. 


Gooden, Arthur Henry 


Dutton 
A GAMBIT FOR MR. GROODE $2.50 


*For intricacy and elaborate moves and counter-moves, this takes over the in- 
ternational espionage picture in America in fast tempo. Jim Furlong, a writer “at lib- 
erty", keeps his amateur standing in handling an assignment to deliver a message about 
an underground Czech patriot, becomes involved in commonplace but involved deceptions 
and winds up as an expendable pawn of anti-Soviet activity. Neat twists for concentrat- 


ed, tricky transactions. 


Griswold, George 


August 7 
Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BIG RANGE $2.50 


*And a roundup of short stories of the west which in their verbatim realism of 
place and character, in their dramatic precision and occasional humor, repeat the super- 
iority of his earlier Shane. There's the grim revenge of stern Rodock against the men 
who had brutalized his mares; the iron will of Kittura Remsberg and the mirror she takes 
with her in her exodus westward- the only suggestion of her weakness; the feud between 
two Ozark families which ends at the graveside of a boy; the faulty arithmetic of Cooter * 
James, which adds up to a wife; the correspondence courtship which ends in a reluctant 
marriage; the boy who goes amok through his father's driving sense of sin; etc. A coll- 
ection, which lends a real distinction to this medium. 


Schaefer, Jack 


REPRINTS For July 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Cerf, Bennett - LAUGHTER, INC. Halleran, E. E. - HIGH PRAIRIE 
Faulkner, John - MEN WORKING Innes, Hammond - THE SURVIVORS 
Reissues 
Faulkner, John - DOLLAR COTTON Long, Margaret - LOUISVILLE SATURDAY 
Forester, C. S. - RIFLEMAN DODD Ross, Fred - JACKSON MAHAFFEY 
(Each $.35) 


Carr, John Dickson - THE DEVIL IN VELVET Kantor, MacKinlay - LONG REMEMBER 
Gunther, John - INSIDE USA -Vol. I - Vol.II Lake, S. N. - WYATT EARP, FRONTIER MARSHAL 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


de Camp, L. Sprague - ROGUE QUEEN Hood, Margaret Page - TEQUILA 

Fair, A. A. - BEDROOMS HAVE WINDOWS McGivern, W. P. - HEAVEN RAN. LAST 

Haycox, Ernest ~- RETURN OF A FIGHTER Palmer, Stuart - BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE 
(Each $.35) 


Barker, Shirley - RIVERS PARTING Lait & Mortimer - WASHINGTON CONFIDENTIAL » { 
N 
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GARDEN CITY BOOKS 


7/T ~ Rhodes, Peter ~- BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME GROUNDS (Original-Homecrafts) Paper - $1.50 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Colyton, Henry J. - SIR PAGAN Hinsdale, Harriet - BE MY LOVE 
Fletcher, Inglis - BENNETT'S WELCOME Keller, James, M.M. - GOVERNMENT IS YOUR 


Sinclair, Jo - SING AT MY WAKE BUSINESS 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 
Half-Price Best Sellers 


- Marquand, J. P. - MELVILLE GOODWIN, U.S.A. Salinger, J. D. - CATCHER IN THE RYE ($1.50) 


($1.87) 
Motion Picture Tie-In:- Sabatini,Rafael - SCARAMOUCHE ($1.49) 
Novels of Inspiration:- Buck, Pearl S. - GOD'S MEN ($1.50) 


Vocational Guidance Manuals (Rach $1.00) 


Anderson, Joseph P. - OPPORTUNITIES IN Lewis, Edith Patton, R.N. - OPPORTUNITIES 
SOCIAL WORK | IN NURSING 
Specials 
Barrymore, Lionel - WE BARRYMORES ($1.98) Lewin & Gilmore - SEX AFTER 40 ($3.50) 
Carey & Gilbreth - CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN ($1.49) Mason, F. Van Wyck - PROUD NEW thud 
$1.98 


Zane Grey Novels - Grey, Zane - DUDE RANGER ($1.25) 
THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signet (Each $.25) 
Adams, Cleve F. - SABOTAGE Heinlein, Robert A.-THE GREEN HILLS OF EARTH 
Caldwell, Erskine - SOUTHWAYS Levin, Meyer - THE YOUNG LOVERS 
Callaghan, Morley - THE LOVED AND THE LOST Rooke, Daphne - A GROVE OF FEVER TREES 
Reissues (Each $.25) Caldwell, Erskine - GOD'S LITTLE ACRE and TRAGIC GROUND 


Mentor ($.35) - Herling, Gustav - A WORLD APART 
POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brand Max - GUNMAN'S GOLD | Queen, Ellery - DOUBLE, DOUBLE 

Golden, F. L., M.D. - JEST WHAT THE DOCTOR Shaw, Joseph T. - 4d. - THE HARD-BOILED 
ORDERED OMNIBUS 

Halleran, E. E. - DOUBLE CROSS TRAIL White, Leslie T. - MAGNUS THE MAGNIFICENT 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Bristow, Gwen - JUBILEE TRAIL Williams, Oscar - /d.- IMMORTAL POEMS OF 


THE GREAT SHORT STORIES OF ROBERT THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LOUIS STEVENSON Yerby, Frank - THE GOLDEN HAWK 
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Slim Pickings 


Natural for mid-summer publication dates, we suppose, but with no Must Books, we find 
few that stand even vibe average On interest rather than style, SPY CATCHER by 

lreste Pinto (Harper) has its popularity quotient. Dixon Wecter's name offsets the Lim 
itations of scope in SAM CLEMENS OF HANNIBAL(Houghton, Mifflin). There's timeliness in 
Roland N. Stromberg's REPUBLICANISM REAPPRAISED (Public Affairs Press) 

The big merchandise item of the moment is THIS IS IKE, a pictorial record (Holt) 


July 6 


Public Affairs Press 
REPUBLICANISM REAPPRAISED $2.00 


\ 


Stromberg, Roland L. 


*An incisive, hard-hitting diagnosis of the Grand Old Party written by a party 
sympathizer with a view to making the Republicans face facts and come alive before it's 
too late. The author, an assistant professor of history at the University of Maryland, 
deals briefly with the historical high and low points of party decision. Fathered by 
Lincoln,(who merged Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian ideals), by Sumner and Sewall, the party 
has since fallen prey, with the exception of Theodore Roosevelt's term, to its desire for 
unity at any cost and its role as the watchdog of free enterprise. The Republicans must | 
face the fact that there is no "normal trend" that will bring them back to power; they 
must also face the fact that the day of laissez faire is over and that they themselves 
would not, could not, retreat to the concept that the business of the government is to 
do nothing as symbolized by Hoover. The author emphasizes that a party without principles 
cannot long exist. Despite the election of a popular military hero in 1848, the Whigs 
died four years later. Nor can it serve in making a healthy truly-two-party democracy. 
The current confusion must give way to an acceptance of the progressive elements in gov- 
ernment today and an incorporation of these elements with other new forward-looking ideas. 
This is the road to survival, success, and most important, to service. Fine reading for 
the general voter as well as the professionally involved politician, though doubtless a 
strong family lecture for old guard members of the party to take. 


July 23 


Ferril, Thomas Hornsby Harper 
NEW AND SELECTED POEMS $3.00 


This collection, from the earliest of the author's work (back to 1910 and his 
Colorado newspaper days) and previously published volumes (High Passage, Westering and 
‘rial by Time) to recent magazine appearances, is warmly introduced by H. L. Davis who 
gives full recognition to his poetic expression as well as his philosophical content, in 
the ideas of time and continuity. It is intuitive free-form verse, often with happy ~ — 
choice of phrase and thought in the shorter poems, and with evocative and meditative 
effects in the longer patterns. There's western history here and love, mortality and 
immortality, landscapes and figures in forceful rhythm, and the personal concepts em- 
bodied are at times stimulating and thoughtful. According to Davis, Ferril's recordings 
in the Library of Congress are proof that his work is designed to be read aloud. Basical- 
ly regional in tone, this has a wide, human appeal. 


August 1 v 


Pyles, Thomas Random House 
WORDS AND WAYS OF AMERICAN ENGLISH $3.50 


An excellent book, hampered by an awkward title, but that- nonetheless- meets 
a very real need. Meneken's incomparable American Language (three volumes of it) and 
Arapp's English Language in America and several other studies, less widely known, have 
stimulated interest in the subject among the knowledgeable minority. Here- in one volume- 
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is a lively survey which makes good reading, provides at least a taste of the scope 
in those above named, and gives the interested student a sense of the vitality of 
our own American English. He discusses the sources of our speech, the homespun 
quality, the coinages, adaptations, foreign survivals. He gives enough instances 
of historical, sociological, geographical factors to back up claims made for usages 
which one section considers correct, another incorrect. He compares American and 
British word usages, pronunciation, and that indefinable problem of intonation which 
forever separates us. He regrets excessive dependence on the authority of the school- 
master (he is one himself- at the University of Florida), feeling that the dangers 

of "purity by prescription" lead to loss of color, flavor, ease. The practical 

value of the book will depend to a great extent on the type of index. 


August 4 


Thompson, Nellie Zetta Dutton 
VITALIZED ASSEMBLIES $2.00 


200 programs for all occasions- so reads the sub-title. Actually, it app- 
lies only to school and college assemblies, and should be brought to the attention of 
teachers and student officers in charge of programs. Based on the accepted educational 
principles of today- in the average good school - this text covers administrative as- 
pects as applying to school principalIs; over-all planning for assembly directors; sug- 
gestions of programs fitting curricula - for teachers; seasonal and special occasion 
programs - for student program planners; and criteria for testing and improving as- 
semblies- for all concerned. Tie-in with community interests, acceptance of the 
principle of student cooperation, occasional suggestions for audience participation 
programs, sources of assistance on speakers, etc. make this a practical handbook. 


August 6 AO 


Pinto, Oreste Harper 
SPY-CATCHER $2.75 L 


A first person account of espionage which combines the mechanics of an 
over-glamourized, underpaid branch of service along with their practical application 
in some of the episodes (rather than exploits) in which Pinto figured during the last 
war. From the phenomenal memory, patience, linguistic versatility, psychological 
acuity, and courage which are basic in this business, to the methods of interrogation 
which are used, Pinto- a Dutchman who was attached to the British Counter-Intelligence- 
demonstrates these powers as they enabled him to identify the fourth man who was miss- 
ing in a German landing party; as he tabbed a German agent who was given away by his 
Teutonic thoroughness; as he found the flaw in the story of a fugitive- a story which 
took thirteen days to break; and as he exposed the treachery of Christian Lindemans, 

a truculent and more than life-sized hero of the Dutch resistance who was known as 
King Kong, and who doomed the Arnhem landings by informing to the Germans..... No 
literary veneer, but a more than usually interesting demonstration of the finer points 
of a precision game. 


August 7 


Davis, Hassoldt D.S.P. Little, Brown 
THE JUNGLE AND THE DAMNED $4.50 


The explorer, with his new bride, Ruth, who is also a photographer, on an 
assignment to report, for film and book, on France's oldest colony, French Guiana, turns 
in a vigorous, personal account. First there is Cayenne where delay in the arrival of 
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their supplies and in obtaining proper permits gives them a chance to visit the Islands 
f Health (better known as Devil's Island) three times and to become aware of the sha- 
iow that penal administration had cast over the whole colony: next is the traveling, by 
river and through jungle, into purest Africa and primitive forms of Indian and Negro soc- 
ety: finally the achievement of their goal, the Tumuc-Humac mountains on the border of 
Brazil, just as mutiny and inescapable evidence that they are no longer welcome in the 
rea confront them. There are the temperamental members of their party, the unpredict- 
ble receptions in the various tribes along the way; there is rain and the problems of 
= photography and the pretty question of husband and wife as explorers. Vivid and intim- 
ate pictures of docile and hostile jungles, of unknown peoples and a great uncomfortable 
orld which have a definitely popular appeal. Profusely illustrated. 


August 11 


Littrell, Anita Caxton 
HOME, HAM AND HOMINY $h .00 


A nostalgic recollection of a little boy's childhood in a Southern tenant 
farmer's family, told in episode form. Little Clyde Littrell worked at growing up and 
»ved it in his family, poor in material goods and rich in love. Clyde and his brothers 
go hunting, fishing, fooling with Pappy, who could do everything (he even conquered a 
Soanther barehanded in the dark once). There are cornhuskings, a visit to the circus, 
favorite animals, landlords and peddlers and neighbors. Big brother Sandy goes off to 
World War I and after a false report of his death returns to study agriculture as a vet- 
eran, to buy his own farm and finally to give his father the deed to Pappy's own land, 
the ambition of Pappy's lifetime. With its focus strictly on the family, this story 
still gives a feeling of rural life in the deep South. Pretty "cute" and sugared, but 
has the feel of sound autobiography, though the author chooses to present a boy as nar- 
ator. Illustrated. 


August 12 


O'Donnell, Bernard Macmillan 
CAVALCADE OF JUSTICE $3.50 


A chronological history of British justice, from the primitive, punitive methods 
mf Anglo-Saxon times to the more enlightened present, which shows the emergence and de- 
lopment of the English code of law and its administration through its many branches. 
mind along with the functions, and powers of jurisdiction of the various courts, there is 
p fair amount of trial drama which revives some of the more spectacular hearings, both 
riminal and civil. Westminster Hall- the first court, the Sheriff's Court- the oldest 
ffice in the land, the Assize Courts- the legal clearing house, the Old Bailey, the 
roner's Court, the Court of Chancery, the House of Lords, the Police Courts, the now 
abolished Court of the Star Chamber, the supreme Court of Empire, the County Court, these 
nnd others make up the divers halls of England's legal system and from their records a 
airly full calendar of crime has been compiled.....The long arm of the law, however, may 


+ 
4 


» extend to an American audience, beyond a special one. 


August? <' 


Wecter, Dixon Houghton, Mifflin 
SAM CLEMENS OF HANNIBAL $4.00 


In 1949 Dixon Wecter edited The Love Letters of Mark Twain» Now he turns back 
) Mark Twain in his boyhood years for a loving appraisment of the sources of his writ- 
igs in his own youth. Of Twain he says:-"All his days he wrote fiction under the cloak 


bt autobiography, and autobiography with the trappings of fiction". Twain idealized his 
arly years- the town of Hannibal where he grew up- the people he knew. But all of it 


a 


is grist to the mill of a fertile imagination, from the boyhood classics, Tom Sawyer 
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and Huckleberry Finny to the Autobiography and Life on the Mississippi (a later period 
than covered in this book), with Joan of 4rc , The Prince and the Pauper, The Connect 
icut Yankee,The Mysterious Stranger’ having roots in boyhood enthusiasms, concern over the 
mediaeval period, symbolisms that are - according to Wecter- readily identified. This 
account of his progenitors; the characteristics and influences that come to the fore in 
Mark Twain, the man; the insecurity and poverty that left their scars, in points of 
view rather than personality; the incidents and embroidered anecdotes, the school days 
and holidays,the playmates and neighbors - all come under the biographer's microscope. 
In tapping new sources, he has found points of variance with the accepted biographer, 
Albert Bigelow Paine - and some of his material may challenge other authorities. He 
carries the story through his initiation into journalism and writing, his sophomoric 
efforts in the direction of wit and jokes and mock heroics- and his decision to leave 
Hannibal and seek his fortune in a wider world. A method of handling biographical 
material that depends on familiarity with Mark Twain's writings. 


- 


August? q12¢ 


Clark, James A. & Random House 
Halbouty, Michael T. $3.95 
SPINDLETOP 


A book about the oil industry - the story of pioneers, speculators, and a 
hill dubbed Spindletop, just outside Beaumont, Texas. A good portion of the book is 
the thrilling story of pioneers, exemplified by Pattillo Higgins, who insisted despite 
the geoglogists' reports that "the hill" contained oil, and by Captain Lucas who, like 
many men after him, staked all his money on the well he dug - the first gusher on 
Spindletop. After man had in part mastered the hill, the boom days began, and the 
authors give a solid and thorough account of the men who made business on the hill. 
Here are the forming of powerful corporations, the ironic shiftings of property - at 
one time Standard controlled almost all the hill, only to let it go. The drama of the 
men who made the oil industry, slowed down by the thoroughness of the discussion of 
business connections, going even into suit and countersuit, stands forth inspiringly. 
There is careful recognition of the geological elements as well- The story goes on 
until 1951, the golden anniversary of the discovery of oil in Texas, when new pioneers 
search for more oil, for sulphur and gas under Spindletop and its neighboring domes. 
Specialists and businessmen may enjoy this especially. 


Chapin, Henry & Smith, F.G. Walton $ Scribner 
THE OCEAN RIVER “{/ /5 $3.50 


\ 


Evidence of the awakened interest of the reading public in the sea-whether 
in fiction, adventure or science for the layman, is sufficient to provide basis for a 
general sale (and distribution) of this more substantial story. The story of the Gulf 
Stream (and concurrently other kindred “ocean rivers") extends far beyond the immed- 
iate subject. The "story" begins with the creation of the ocean basin, the develop- 
ment of seas, continents, the world itself. The ocean river is a new frontier of dis- 
covery for a new young science. We still do not know its sources, though we know much 
of its present rhythms, the interdependence of stream and people of the Atlantic com- 
munity, of stream and climate and food. Since first hinted at in Cabot's log, this 
entity within the ocean, linked in circular sweep with the Equatorial Current, the 
Irmizen Current, the Canary Current, has written its history in the records of the 
rock structure of the continents, going back some 500 million years. Today schools of 
oceanography, research vessels exploring the ocean floor, the cooperative plan of 
"Operation Cabot" have released quantities of information as to the evolution of sea 
life, the bases for legend and myth, the vital role of plankton, the steps in the food 
chain, the mysteries of seasons of undersea growth, cycles of motion, migrations, and 
so on. Several chapters trace the voyagers from the Phoenicians to Columbus, the com- 
ing of the Spanish, the Portugese, the Dutch, the French, the English; the fishing 
banks; the evolution of commerce and trade. And in concluding, the authors challenge 
science today to use the vast new opportunities to seek unity in nature and man. 
Solid but rewarding. 
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Hull, Helen S. WILD FLOWERS FOR YOUR GARDEN Barrows 
Underwood, Raye Miller COMPLETE BOOK OF DRIED ARRANGEMENTS each $4.95 
Haworth-Booth, Michael-EFFECTIVE FLOWERING SHRUBS Crowell-$6.95 


Three excellent books for your garden club customers. In the Wild Flower book, 
not only does Mrs. Hull give basic principles of selection and planting and care, but she 
devotes one whole section to specific data contributed by the leading wild flower garden- 
er in each of the 48 states. The third section- Plants to Grow, and the fourth- Down to 
Sarth comprise a practical handbook for the aspiring wild flower gardener...I've been 
hoping for a practical book on dried arrangements- and this is it. The why- the how- in 
choice of materials, preservation and preparation for use; and the final steps in arrange- 
ments (with wonderful photograph), for home use, for use in public places, for flower 
shows....The flowering shrub book is English which inevitably is a handicap- for nomen- 
clature, terminology, problems of climate and season- all vary. But with this hurdle tak- 
en, the author has achieved his goal, in so far as nurserymen are concerned, in handling 
| the data on species and varieties, on the arguments regarding landscaping from the cultur- 

al and aesthetic viewpoints, on the issue of continuous bloom (here the climate makes for 
differences). Provocative-suggestive. Illustrated with 47 full-color plates. (All Publ.) 


Hicks, Wilson-. f°? Henry Holt 


THIS IS IKE: The Picture Story of the Man Paper $1.00 
Cloth $2.50 


Merchandise, and not particularly distinguished merchandise, this has a "quickie" 


appeal for the eye-minded public. The text by, Gardner Soule is informative but somewhat 
flippant and negligible except as newspaper captions. From thousands of photographs some 
250 have been chosen to give a comprehensive portrait of the man, his family, his back- 
‘round, his interests. Almost nothing of his achievements is indicated, except, perhaps, 
y association. Possibly that is unnecessary in a book of this kind, designed to inform 
risually those who would know more of Eisenhower, the man. (6/2) 


H.R.H. Prince William of Sweden Scribner 
SOMETHING OF MY COUNTRY $3.50 


Prince William's warmth for and pride in his country is pleasantly evident in 

fhis philosophic musings on the qualities of nature and man in various sections of the 
land. The Prince asks that his book be regarded as "a collection of fragments of a mirror 
f the country, and he seeks to give the essence of the provinces from Lapland to the 
slorth to Skale to the South. Along his way - the Prince wonders as he wanders - he stops 
)-0 talk with the fishermen and craftsmen, to discuss a little the foremost produce and 

characteristics of the area. The book is a pleasant meditation, a book of appreciation 

for the land and the people, with pride in regard to its blessings, its history, its love 
of freedom. Illustrated. Translated from the Swedish. (5/26) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

io} Bhattacharya, B. - MUSIC FOR MOHINI- definite date 6/9 (Crown) 

237 Tucker, Lael- LAMENT FOR FOUR VIRGINS- from 6/23 to 7/14 (Random House) 

P42 Shirer, W.L.- MID-CENTURY JOURNEY- will be a future selection of the Literary 
Guild. (Farrar, Straus & Young) 

303 Costain, Thomas B.- THE SILVER CHALICE- will be the August selection of the 
Literary Guild. (Doubleday) 

B11 Rowan, Carl T.- SOUTH OF FREEDOM- from 7/21 to 8/4 (Knopf) 

12 Lamb, Harold- THEODORA AND THE EMPEROR- price from $5.00 to $4.50 (Doubleday) 


Announcing For 


Muly 16- Duncan, Thomas nt - RING HORSE- Lippincott-$2.75 Originally published by Doubleday 
in 1940. 

uly 21- Mangione, Jerre- MOUNT ALLEGRO- Knopf- $3.50- Originally published by Houghton, 
Mifflin in 1942. A new edition with an introduction by Dorothy Can- 
field. 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Woolley, Catherine Morrow 
LUNCH FOR LENNIE $2.00 


Catherine Woolley's sensitive simplicity puts life into a very important 
meal time happening in a four-year-old's small world. After a breakfast hour decision 
that he is a dog, Lennie spends the morning padding a growling, wagging way up and 
down the sidewalk in front of his house. Doubly hungry at noon because his mother said 
no to a dog-style breakfast on the floor, Lennie, still in a canine frame of mind, is 
offered an unappetizing bone. A sudden change to a giraffe so he can reach up to the 
table sets off a whole series of identities- a frog, a lion, a kangaroo- all of which 
get offered the appropriate and unpalatable meal in spite of the wiles of their little 
creator. Then patient Mother sits down to her own delicious steak, potatoes and vege- 
tables and Lennie who can't stand it any longer turns into a new Lennie- Lennie himself- 
and eats lunch the right way. The text is definitely within the ken of a first or 
second grader, but it's the younger ones who will be more fascinated. Meg Wohlberg's 
wash and ink drawings of a cute blond boy and his pretty mother are pleasant. Cloth. 


é€ (Pubi- ) 
EASY READING 


Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
KID BROTHER $2.00 


A directly appealing story of the feeling of Buzz towards his younger brother, 
Frankie, that sustains Jerrold Beim's reputation as an understanding writer. Fed up 
with having to drag Frankie to school every day,vith telling him not to break things, 
with seeing him get unexpected presents from Mother and Father, Buzz's animosity 
changes when Frankie comes to the rescue during the school performance of a cowboy and 
Indian play. Buzz's prize feather headdress flops off into the audience in the mid- 
dle of a war whoop, but Frankie is on hand in the wings with a spare. Tracy Sugar- 
man's full page drawings in reds, tans and blacks are of handsome children and in 
their immediacy,- have the quality of being at one with the simply conveyed home and 
school situations. Cloth. (8/20) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Bell, Margaret E. Morrow 
KIT CARSON, MOUNTAIN MAN $2.00 


* Shifting from her usual stories for the twelve to fifteen year old group, 
Margaret Bell has written a stalwart biography of the frontiersman for younger read- 
ers. Sometimes placing Kit Carson in an actual situation, sometimes narrating the 
course of events, she works a smooth pattern of his life that is free from telescoping, 
retentive of the vigour that was part of Carson's own determination to become an in- 

& dependent Mountain Man. The story spans Carson's life from his three year struggle 
begun when he was 16 to become a trapper in Arizona to his days with Fremont's Oregon 
expedition and his service to the government during the Mexican wars. Tersely written 
accounts of Indian wars and desert crossings and occasional digressions into Carson's 
own thoughts make this a refreshing and arresting biography. Harry Daugherty's pencil 
drawings are bold in design and drama. (8/6) 


-a9e- 
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Earle, Olive L. Morrow 
BIRDS AND THEIR NESTS $2.00 
* A neat little reference book, quietly instructive and quietly humorous in its “e { 


compact text and softly detailed pencil drawings of some sixty-odd birds and their habi- 

tats. The descriptive paragraphs are uniform, telling first of the nest then of the ap- 
pearances of the birds as they change with growth,then of feeding and flight habits, and 
finally of nesting area. There is world wide representation with emphasis on American 

birds. The meadowlark builds a nest with a roof; the social weaver of South Africa 

builds a hanging "apartment house"; the nest of the edible swift makes good soup; the 
whippoorwill makes no nest at all. The accurate pictures, wonderfully designed as well, 
place their subjects at home- in a bower or a tree hollow, in flight - over prairie or 

swamp, among their kind- pecking a morsel from a husband or a mother or giving eye to 

the nest of a neighbor. From eagle to penguin- a must for the budding ornithologist. 


Cloth. (8/10) 


Frankel, Lillian & Godfrey Sterling 
101 BEST ACTION GAMES FOR BOYS $2.00 


Under the categories- indoor games, outdoor games, team relays, icebreakers, 
easy games and stunts and contests, here are adequately clear descriptions of the old 
favorites and a few new variations. A short introduction points to the value of games 
as tension relievers,as media for good give-and-take experiences. The only note to 
leaders is a word on how to have the boys choose teams. Then follow the games- Simon 
Says (the mimicking game), Hot Potato (out goes the one who gets caught with it), Hare 
and Hound Chase, Jet Plane (a makebelieve flight on an ironing board), Wheelbarrow Race; 
and in the easy games section for six to eight year olds- Ping Pong Breeze, Change Chairs, ~ 
Pass the Bean Bag and so forth. Directions all start with the amount of space and boys 
needed for the game, proceed through one play or operation, leave the reader with the 
next one to do. Sprightly illustrations by John Fischetti give the browning turn to a a i 
neat item for teachers, birthday party givers, young-fry club leaders, or the boy who 
wants to get a few new ideas himself. Cloth. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Elam, Richard M., Jr. Lantern Press 
TEEN AGE SCIENCE FICTION STORIES $2.50 


A collection of other world episodes rather than plotted stories- all with 
their ingenious teenage heroes, and built more on adventurous flights of fancy than 
scientific fact. (After an introduction intended to impress the reader with the stagger- 
ing possibilities of space travel in the near future, come the rather insipid stories.) 
There is a whizzing trip in a time machine; a frightening experience with some visitors 
from space, an eight year trip to Proxima Centauri for a quasi-philosophical visit on a 
planet in another galaxy whose inhabitants are thinkers and artists; an exciting four- 
mile plunge to the floor of the Pacific in an especially constructed, sphere- this latter 
with a little more science than fiction. A colorful array, but the action in these is 
disappointingly on the illogical comic-book level. Illustrations in sharp blacks and 
whites by Charles H. Geer carry some of the interstellar drama. (Publ.) 


Baker, Margaret J. Longmans, Green 
BENBOW AND THE ANGELS $2.50 


The sturdy children of British juveniles have a penchant for plunging fearlessly 
into secret tunnels, finding buried treasure and consolidating their financial futures. 
Therefore, although the Angels- Andrews,Timandra, Wren, and Lindsay Jane- whose parents 
are reported missing in Korea, easily marshal their rather substantial strengths. They q 
establish themselves in the home of a bachelor second cousin- a country parson, they re- 
deem a confirmed atheist,cement a friendship with his daughter,promote a romance between 
the rector and their tutor, and uncover several hoards of hidden valuables. Benbow Tailor, 
who appeared in previous books, aids the Angels in their endeavors. (8/20) 
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Malvern, Gladys Longmans, Green 
TAMAR $2.50 


* A colorful, sensitive novel centered around the episode of Jesus' healing of 
the daughter of Jairus, the ruler of Capernaum, marks Gladys Malvern's second venture 
(the first- Behold Your Queen!- the story of Esther) into biblical fiction. The ailing 
young Tamar, her stalwart and wise father Jairus, and her beautiful mother Channah, are 
@ prosperous and recognized family in the voluptuously described Galilean city. But 
they feel too deeply to ignore tales from Channah's cousin of how her husband and three 
other fishermen have gone off to follow a powerful Nazarene- or to treat lightly their 
socially forbidden friendship for the Roman centurion Marcellus and his handsome young 
ward, Julian. In her encroaching womanhood, Tamar experiences heartfelt conversion at 
the coming of Jesus and a deep love for Julian. Jairus must undergo struggles with 
men like Zakkai and the jealous members of the Sanhedrin on his way to renunciation of 
the emotion-chanelling Law of the Prophets, his acknowledgement of the new faith when 
Tamar is made well. Julian's and Marcellus' conversions and the tragic climax of 
Jesus' preaching precede a journey by the two Romans and Jairus' family to start a 
new life north of Jordan With handling that plays on modernistic chords of feeling 
towards religion but which in many respects is harmonious with the period, this rings 
true as a worthy young people's Quo Vadis or The Robe. Illustrated by Corinne Malvern. 
(8/22) 

Howard, Elizabeth Morrow 
CANDLE IN THE NIGHT $2.50 


A swiftly moving romance of a young girl in Detroit during the war of 1812 
adds another to Elizabeth Howard's growing roster of American period novels. High 
spirited Tamsen Bradford is sent to live with her brother John after her sister's 
family moves from the country to New York- to a house too small to accommodate Tamsen 
as well. Her journey by stagecoach and by boat, during which she makes friends with 
two eligible young men, Roger and Daniel- and her days in muddy, stockaded and em- 
battled Detroit fulfill her expectations of frontier adventure and romance, free her 
from some of the inhibiting conventions of the east coast. Her emotional growth is 
marked by her successul tolerance of John's prim wife Lovicy, maintenance of calm 
during the British and Indian invasions of the town, her final and unwavering choice 
of the more vigorous Daniel as a marriage partner. In all, a happy balance of histor- 
ical fact with the private lives of the people who lived it. (8/20) 


0 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Boylston, Helen Dore Little, Brown 
SUE BARTON, STAFF NURSE $2.75 


Another vigorous episode in Sue Barton's heavily scheduled life. A crisis 
in her New Hampshire home comes when Sue's husband Dr. William Barry, chief of staff 
of a small country hospital, is laid up for several months with tuberculosis. Sue, 
recently a mother of yet a fifth child, decides to work as a floor nurse in the hospi- 
tal while Bill recovers in a sanitarium. Together, she and her nurse friend Kit, solve 
sometimes gory, sometimes mild ward and surgery issues. A pleasing mixture of New 
England countryside and good hard work and good clean fun in a book that will hearten 
aspirants to a solid, all-around personality like Sue's. (8/4) 


Prescott, John B. Longmans, Green 
THE BEAUTIFUL SHIP $2.50 


Swedish whitefish fishermen on Lake Michigan and their battles with crooks 
and lampreys spark, but not too brightly, an occupational novel of a 25 year old youth 
starting off on his own as a netter. Eric buys the thirty-five foot Good Hope, smelly 
and as old as himself. But before high hopes of successful trade can be established, 
mysteries must be solved, government officials pacified, and reasons for spending one's 
life in a small town justified. (As a group, the fishermen are set in their ways, 
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loath to heed prowling politicos who come around suggesting smaller meshes for nets and 
killing trout-sucking lamprey larvae by electric shock. Too, leathery old Otto has an 
itching finger for other men's hauls. Eric's brother George who has been at college in 
Milwaukee, returns to the community with cynical eyes and a disturbingly different range 
of vision that sets Eric to thinking of the worthwhiles of being a fisherman. But,in an 
ending that is tragedy-filled to the extent of the wreck of the Good Hope in a tangle 
with Otto,and mindful of storms and calms on the lake's changing face, the brothers see 
eye to eye and George decides to stay. Axiomatically - "Slow but steady wins the race." 


(8/20) 


Wyatt, Geraldine Longmans, Green 
SUN EAGLE $2.50 


Jesse Chisholm, famous half-Indian trail blazer, figures prominently in this 
trader and Indian story of the old West. When Chisholm and his white trading band come 
to the Comanche tepee village in 1839,Nahvood Parpe was seized with strange emotions as 
he saw for the first time since he had been made a captive, a number of white-skinned 
people like himself. Taking an interest in the boy, Jesse bargains him away from his 
master- an old medicine man- and the boy accompanies the traders through deserts, forests 
and plains. Shunned at first by some of the other traders because of his Indian ways, he 
proves the worth of his Indian trading in the wilds, becomes a valued member of the party 
1s well as a likeable companion. A well-spun story with plenty of excitement supplied 
by wilderness exploits, Indian raids and confabs,and a refreshing backward glance at this 
xciting period in our history. (8/27) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Wecter, Dixon Houghton, Mifflin 
SAM CLEMENS OF HANNIBAL $4 .00 


A loving appraisement of the sources of Mark Twain's writings in his own youth. 
‘wain's idealized early years were grist to the mill of his fertile imagination- with 
ven his later works such as The Prince and the Pauper, an@d The Connecticut Yankee having 
‘oots in boyhood enthusiasms. In tapping new sources in this account that treats micro- 
socopically of Twain's progenitors, Twain and the man, neighbors and playmates, much of 
the incidental life of Hannibal- has points of variance with the accepted biography by 
Albert Bigelow Paine, will make for some interesting speculation. Wecter carries his 
stories through to the writer's initiation into journalism, his sophomoric efforts in 
wit and mock heroics,and his decision to leave Hannibal for the wide world. (Full re- 


port on p. 336) (8/2) 


Pyles, Thomas Random House 
WORDS AND WAYS OF AMERICAN ENGLISH $3.50 


Continuing the interest stimulated by Mencken and Krapp, this is a lively sur- 
vey which gives the student a sense of the vitality of our own American English. Pyles 
liscusses sources of our speech, homespun quality, coinages, adaptations, foreign surviv- 
1ls; he gives historical, sociological and geographical factors to corroborate reasons 
for regional validity of usage; he discusses the differences between British and American 
peech characteristics; he regrets the dependence on the schoolmaster's word that so 
ften leads to loss of color and ease in expression. (Full report on p. 334) (8/1) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Thompson, Nellie Zetta Dutton 
VITALIZED ASSEMBLIES $2.00 


Based on the accepted educational principles of today- in the average good 
school- this covers overall planning for assembly directors; suggestions of programs 
itting curricula; seasonal and special occasion programs for student program planners; 
riteria for testing and improving assemblies. Tie in with community interest, accep- 
ance of the principle of student cooperation, etc., make this a practical handbook. 
(Full report on p. 335) (8/4) 
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